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• February 16, 2023, 19:23 hours, R Henderson - I am writing in support of the proposal to 

re-zone Greenbrier and Fellowship Forest to Dumbarton.  It makes sense for the students to 

attend Dumbarton to facilitate a smoother transition to Towson High school and to prevent 

them having to cross Goucher Boulevard, very busy road with a high traffic intersection. 

• February 8, 2023, 20:44 hours, I Bucci - Hello, I strongly support moving the boundary line 

for Dumbarton Middle to Goucher Blvd instead of Stevenson Ln.  There is not a problem 

with students crossing Stevenson Ln because they will all be dropped off by their parents. 

Because a very high percentage of students at Loch Raven Academy move on to Loch Raven 

high school and the residents of Fellowship Forest go to Towson High, it presents a challenge 

for their transition socially and emotionally since they don’t know enough peers entering 

their high school. I have friends who found their rising ninth graders experiencing social 

isolation, depression, anxiety, turning to drugs, etc because they could not handle the stress 

of the transition. But those students going from Dumbarton to Towson retain their friend 

groups and don’t run the risk of these challenges for the most part. Especially in todays 

circumstances of device dependence to manage their social life, students have fewer skills in 

making friends in person.  Additionally, they will have an easier time finding their school 

peers in their neighborhood since Wiltondale and Knollbrook are right next to Fellowship 

Forest.  Please do these kids a favor and make their social and emotional health easier. 

• February 9, 2023, 07:18 hours, K Naughton - I am in support of redistricting students to 

NEARBY schools so that improvements/construction/reduction in pupil numbers can occur.  

The redistricting should incorporate the neighborhoods the students come from and where 

their close neighbors are attending - with the purpose of improving sense of community.  I 

would love to see students from Fellowship Forest attend Dumbarton Middle School; I am a 

volunteer coach with TRC and am impressed with the students I coach who attend DMS.  

Thank you for your hard work.  It is not an easy job. 
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• February 9, 2023, 08:43, V Isaacs - Good morning, Thank you for taking the time to read 

this email. I am hoping to make it to a meeting to speak as well.My children go to Ridgely 

Middle and they love it there. __________________________________________  

________________. The teachers for those programs are amazing and I could not imagine 

him having to switch schools and develop a relationship with new teachers. His regular class 

teachers work with him and accommodate his needs and I could not be happier with the 

attention he is receiving. As for the amount of students at RMS, I can attest to the fact that it 

is NOT overcrowded. I volunteer at the school and there are very few classrooms that have a 

large number of students. Both of my children have classes that range from 12-25 students. 

This is amazing for a public school. The teachers are able to give all students individualized 

attention because of this. We live between Dulaney Valley Rd and Providence Rd and RMS 

is in a perfect location for us. Sending children from this area to another school makes no 

sense. Pine Grove is 15 to 20 minutes away without traffic. RMS for most of us on this side 

of Dulaney Valley Rd is 10 minutes or less away.  There is a large population in Parkville 

and Perry Hall. At some point, that area is going to need another middle school and bringing 

children from other areas will end up overcrowding the school and then we will be in the 

same boat as Hampton Elementary. When my son was in 5th grade the County moved 

students from Pleasant Plains to Hampton which resulted in overcrowding of Hampton and 

left Pleasant Plains under their student quota. Many people move to our neighborhood 

because they see that Hampton and RMS are the schools for the district. People will not want 

to move here if they see that their children will be going to school in Parkville. Why make 

that commute when RMS is right here? Please consider leaving the area alone. It doesn’t 

make sense to move children who are happy and being provided a great education to a new 

school. As I stated above, at some point the Parkville and Perry Hall area are going to need 

that school. There are new developments being built in that area constantly. Let the area 

enjoy their new school without ending up making it overcrowded and upending the RMS 

families, current and future. Thank you, Val Isaacs 

• February 10, 2023, 21:43 hours, K Gruszecki - I am a Perry hall resident and option 6 seems 

like the best available option. It lowers the capacity by the highest amount for Perry hall, 

which is important considering the high growth/ development of the area. It also keeps Perry 

hall together more on the bottom end (necker ave area). 
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• February 12, 2023, 19:32 hours, M Christopher - Option 4 or 5 would very negatively 

affect our family, as well as many many families we live near. We live in Glen Allen, on 

Ellendale Dr, with our 3 children.  Our neighborhood has always been zoned for Ridgely MS, 

and in 2019 we moved out of the city, (and doubled our mortgage), to give our kids the 

benefit of an amazing elementary and Blue Ribbon middle school (Hampton ES and Ridgely 

MS). Option 4 or 5 would move our kids to Loch Raven Academy and this would be 

detrimental to our family. We NEVER would have moved here, and bought a home for 580k 

if Loch Raven Academy was the zoned public school. We moved away from the city, to a 

much more suburban quiet area for a reason. The thought of our kids having to take a bus 

across the beltway to a campus that is further away is unsafe and frankly a ridiculous idea. 

It’s a completely different environment and our kids would not flourish. I’m a “private 

school kid”, and I always wanted to support our public schools as I consider them the 

building blocks of our communities. As such, since we moved here in 2019 we have gotten 

more and more involved with our community, like our community pool (Go Hampton 

Hammerheads!), our kids do most of their extra curriculars through LTRC and Carrol Manor 

Rec, Timonium Coppermine, we shop, dine and play all in the Lutherville-Timonium, 

Cockeysville, north/north-west Towson areas, we have zero social connection to the area of 

Loch Raven Academy. A large part of our “greater” neighborhood that is potentially being 

moved to Loch Raven is very affluent, much more financially well off than us, and I’m sure 

many of these families would elect to move their kids to private rather than move their kids 

to Loch Raven Academy, as such the vast majority of the kids would never step foot at Loch 

Raven, leaving a very small portion actually attending Loch Raven. For our family, I can 

honestly say it would be financially devastating to have to pay for 3 private middle school 

educations, because that means we will likely need to pay for private MS and private HS at 

the same time. That means no putting money into savings, retirement, or fun things like 

vacations. Ultimately it would likely cause us to sell our home and move, as the schools were 

a Top 3 reasons we moved here, and simply wouldn’t be financially feasible for us to stay. 

Please, we beg you to leave our neighborhood of Glen Allen zoned for Ridgely MS. 
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• February 13, 2023, 08:29 hours, V Isaacs - My children are getting an amazing education at 

Ridgley. They love their school. RMS is not overcrowded at all. I volunteer there and the 

majority of the classes have between 12-25 students. The school is a calm and welcoming 

environment that makes students feel wanted and safe. I can’t imagine my children going 

somewhere else. ___________________________________________________________. 

He is thriving. His teachers in those programs and all of his core teachers make sure he is 

learning on pace and are boosting his confidence. We love RMS. We used to live off of Putty 

Hill and we moved so that our children didn’t have to go to Loch Raven Academy. The 

school is extremely dangerous and the fighting is out of control. We had to save up a lot of 

money to move to our school district and it would be a disservice to everyone who have 

moved to put their children at RMS. Many people work hard to put their children in certain 

school districts for a reason. It is very confusing why you would want to move children to a 

different district. My children went to Hampton Elementary. It was already crowded and then 

the County moved students from Pleasant Plains to Hampton last year. The school became 

overcrowded while Pleasant Plains then went to under their quota. All districts have a 

growing population with houses and apartment complexes being built. At some point, if it 

isn’t already, Loch Raven Academy will be the same way and then the districts will be 

moved again. I am honestly in tears over this and I imagine many families are. The hard 

work to get where we are should mean something. The happiness of children should be taken 

into consideration. This is just heartbreaking in every way. And this just isn’t Loch Raven 

Academy, this if you move these students to any school. 

• February 13, 2023, 09:01 hours, K Isaacs - My children love Ridgley and so do I. My kids 

are getting an amazing education and are so happy. I moved my family to the RMS school 

district so that they could go there. Their old school would have been Loch Raven Academy 

and I didn’t want them to go there. When people move to areas for the schools it is for a 

reason. This is where people who live here want their kids to go.  How would your kids feel 

if you told them they couldn’t stay at their current school or how you would feel if you paid 

for a home in a good school district? When we told the kids about this, they were devastated.  

They have so many friends at RMS and it would be so hard on them to just leave them and 

the safe environment that they are in. There is truly no reason for this move you want to 

make. RMS has small to medium class sizes and isn’t overcrowded at all. The families in our 

district do not deserve this to happen to them. Many can’t afford to send their kids to private 

school and the ones who can will send them so the County will lose students. 

• February 13, 2023, 09:13, Heather - People have moved to this school district for the 

• February 13, 2023, 09:16, Heather - People have moved to this school district specifically 

to have their children get a good and safe education.  My family is receiving a great 

education at RMS and can't imagine going anywhere else. Please consider. 

• February 13, 2023, 16:49 hours, T. Sakles - I am against the new boundary 

recommendations. Families who live/moved to the area to go to Ridgely should not have to 

move schools. 
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• February 14, 2023, 15:10 hours, T Naylor - With respect to the February 9, 2023 

Powerpoint Presentation, slide 28, the school utilization data shown for Option 6 is incorrect. 

Per slide 18, all schools within the study area are within 4% of the district average of 87%. 

Please correct this misleading information. The estimated attendance figures are highly 

dependent on "movement of students from ESOL centers to home schools anticipated within 

five years". This does appear to align with the timeframe for this redistricting. Nor is this a 

definitive statement that the movement will occur. The study must consider what happens if 

the movement is not accomplished, particularly at the current ESOL centers where 

enrollments would remain higher than the study estimated numbers currently show. 

• February 14, 2023, 15:23 hours, C Hunter - We appreciate that the county is looking into 

opportunities to relieve overcrowding at local middle schools. I'm concerned that 2 of the 3 

new options presented in the most recent meeting shift our middle school from Ridgely to 

Loch Raven Academy. If you believe school ratings, these are different caliber schools (both 

with opportunities to improve). Shifting more students to a school with more opportunity to 

improve could hurt the school's progress and the students, teachers, and staff will pay the 

price. We think you should reconsider shifting more students to Loch Raven Academy. We 

live in the Providence Road corridor north of 695. 

• February 14, 2023, 21:12 hours, M Garcia - Keep boundaries the same! 

• February 15, 2023, 11:45 hours, A McKinney - Since the pandemic, Red House Run 

Elementary school has worked hard to create a sense of community within our building and 

outside of it. Our students are finally falling back into a routine and developing relationships 

with classmates after being apart for so long. Options 1 and 2 are the only options that not 

only keep our students together for middle school, but also Option 1 limits how divided they 

will be beyond middle school. Please keep these concerns for our students in mind as you 

proceed with the boundary study. 

• February 16, 2023, 17:16 hours, S French - We are completely opposed to options 4 and 5 

moving the Hampton community to Loch Raven Academy from Ridgley while allowing 

students from nearly 30 minutes away as far up as Scwann Road to attend Ridgley.  It is 

absurd and the purpose is to keep communities together.  Options 1 2 3 or 6 are the only 

options that should be considered. 
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